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seventy countries all over the world in response to health threats from violence, 
poor medical care, and natural disasters (see Map 10.1).

The Evolution of the United  
Nations and Civil Society

Formed in response to the horrific tragedies of World War II, which saw tre-
mendous loss of life and territorial devastation, the founding premise of the UN 
was to promote peace. In keeping with its organizing principles, its objective in 
intervening in conflict was simply to maintain and enforce agreements among 
previously warring parties. Forces would be formed with soldiers from member 
states to act as peacekeepers. The famous blue helmets they would wear and the 
clear labeling of their support vehicles was to keep them out of harm’s way as 
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Doctors Without Borders/
Médecins Sans Frontières 
Operations

Source: “Countries,” http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/our-work/countries. Reprinted with permission of Doctors 
Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières.

In some 70 countries around the world, MSF saves lives by providing 
medical aid where it is needed most–in armed conflicts, epidemics, natural 
disasters, and other crisis situations. Many contexts call for a rapid 
response employing specialized medical and logistical help, but MSF also 
runs longer-term projects designed to tackle health crises and support 
people who cannot otherwise access health care.


